
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Mar tin Lu ther

he devil hates mu sic be cause he can not stand
gai ety,” said Mar tin Lu ther. “Sa tan can smirk but 
he can not laugh; he can sneer but he can not

sing.” 
Be cause he be lieved in the power of song, the great

re former spent much time com pil ing a hym nal suit able
for con gre ga tional sing ing. As one writer has noted, Lu -
ther trans lated the Bi ble into Ger man “so God might
speak di rectly to them in His Word” and com piled a hym -
nal “so they might di rectly an swer Him in their songs.”
Lu ther wrote thirty-seven hymns. “A Mighty For tress” is
the best known and best loved. It was writ ten in 1529, a
cli mac tic year for Lu ther and his fol low ers. Em peror
Charles V seemed de ter mined to sup press this new
move ment. When the Reichstag as sem bled in Feb ru ary
at Speier, there was a ma jor ity vote to re es tab lish the for -
mer re li gious-eco nomic sys tem in all Ger man prin ci pal i -
ties. A for mal pro test was en tered by the Lu theran
princes, earn ing the Lu theran move ment the name of
Pro test-ant. 

Dur ing these days of strug gle, Lu ther found greater
in ner strength by med i tat ing on Psalm Forty-Six es pe -
cially the words: “God is our ref uge and strength.” Soon
they in spired a song, be gin ning with the bold dec la ra tion: 
Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott -trans lated in 1852 by Fred -
er ick H. Hedge as: “A mighty for tress is our God.” The
ma jes tic cho rale may have been ar ranged by Lu ther from
an old Gre go rian mel ody. 

This hymn be came “the Mar seil laise of the Ref or ma -

tion.” Peo ple sang it in the streets. Mar tyrs chanted its
strains as they awaited death. Its first line is proudly en -
graved on the base of Lu ther’s mon u ment at Wittenberg. 

Al though writ ten in the six teenth cen tury, its mes -
sage is con tem po rary. Man still needs a for tress, a hid ing
place. He still needs God! 

Taken from Hymns of Faith – Northwestern College
Radio Network, Published by Ideals Publishing, 1975.

A Mighty for tress is our God
A bul wark never fail ing;

Our helper He amid the flood
Of mor tal ills pre vail ing.

For still our an cient foe
Doth seek to work us woe;

His craft and power are great,
And armed with cruel hate,

On earth is not his equal.

This great hymn of our faith needs to come alive
afresh again within our hearts.  If ever there was a time
when the devil was roam ing about to de ceive, it is now. 
Our coun try and our world are in dire cir cum stances, and
God is our ONLY ref uge and Strength.
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Great Women
“Salmon begat Boaz;

and Boaz begat Obed of
Ruth; and Obed begat
Jesse; and Jesse begat Da -
vid the king.”  Mat thew
1:5-6a.

Some of us, at times,
won der why did GOD go so
in de tail of ‘fam ily’ ge ne al -
ogy es pe cially in the Old
Tes ta ment?  But as we study
God’s In spired Word, the
BIBLE, we find def i nite
proof for the In car na tion of
JESUS!  

To have women listed in
the ge ne al ogy of Je sus in the
Old Tes ta ment was highly
un usual; and even more sig -
nif i cant is two women in
spite of their past. When for -
given by GOD; HE can use
them as ves sels for His honor 
and glory. Rahab is in tro -
duced as a har lot!  Ruth was
de spised and thought of as a
for eigner. It is sig nif i cant to
look back and be en cour -
aged, al though for some, the
out ward SINS cause a re -
main ing scar the rest of their
earthly jour ney.  But prob a -
bly dur ing their own days,
few would have con fi dence
that GOD could still use
them.  BUT GOD’S Plan is -
n’t al ways what we ex pect,
as HE knows far better (Isa -
iah 55:8).  GOD used these
la dies to bring Da vid to the
throne, and even tu ally the
KING of kings to the world.
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The Love of Jesus

“This is My commandment, that you love one
another, just as I have loved you.”  

(John 15:12)

This com mand from Je sus is for us to Love our neigh -
bor just like Je sus has loved us.  We know how much Je sus
loved us be cause God dem on strated this to us through Je -
sus’ death on the Cross for our sins. What does this com -
mand to Love re ally mean?  Does it mean that we sit with
smiles be fore ev ery one and give them hugs and af fir ma -
tion even when they are in volved in all man ner of sin, re -
bel lion and un be lief?  We need only to look at how Je sus
dealt with some peo ple to see how we are to Love oth ers
like Je sus loved them.

Did Je sus love the Phar i sees when He con demned
them to hell?  “Woe to you, scribes and Phar i sees, hyp o -
crites! For you build the tombs of the proph ets and adorn
the mon u ments of the righ teous,  and say, ‘If we had been
liv ing in the days of our fa thers, we would not have been
part ners with them in shed ding the blood of the proph ets.’ 
Con se quently you bear wit ness against your selves, that
you are sons of those who mur dered the proph ets.  Fill up
then the mea sure of the guilt of your fa thers.  You ser pents,
you brood of vi pers, how shall you es cape the sen tence of
hell?” (Mat thew 23:29-33)

Did Je sus love the Jews of His day when He told them
they were chil dren of the devil?  “You are of your fa ther
the devil, and you want to do the de sires of your fa ther. He
was a mur derer from the be gin ning, and does not stand in
the truth, be cause there is no truth in him. When ever he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own na ture; for he is a liar,
and the fa ther of lies.  But be cause I speak the truth, you do 
not be lieve Me.” (John 8:44-45)

Did Je sus love the in hab it ants of Chorazin, Bethsaida
and Capernaum when He con demned these en tire cities in
the fi nal judg ment?  “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mir a cles had oc curred in Tyre and
Sidon which oc curred in you, they would have re pented
long ago in sack cloth and ashes.  Nev er the less I say to you, 
it shall be more tol er a ble for Tyre and Sidon in the day of
judg ment, than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will not be
ex alted to heaven, will you? You shall de scend to Hades;
for if the mir a cles had oc curred in Sodom which oc curred
in you, it would have re mained to this day.  Nev er the less I
say to you that it shall be more tol er a ble for the land of
Sodom in the day of judg ment, than for you.”  (Mat thew
11:21-24)

Did Je sus love the dis ci ples and the par ents of lit tle
chil dren when He said, “But who ever causes one of these
lit tle ones who be lieve in Me to stum ble, it is better for him
that a heavy mill stone be hung around his neck, and that he 

be drowned in the depth of the sea?” (Matt. 18:6)
Did Je sus love the money chang ers in the Tem ple

when He drove them out with a whip in His hand?   “And
He found in the tem ple those who were sell ing oxen and
sheep and doves, and the mon ey chang ers seated.   And He
made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the tem -
ple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the
coins of the mon ey chang ers, and over turned their ta bles; 
and to those who were sell ing the doves He said, ‘Take
these things away; stop mak ing My Fa ther’s house a house 
of mer chan dise.’  His dis ci ples re mem bered that it was
writ ten, ‘Zeal for Thy house will con sume me.’” (John
2:14-17)

The an swer is that Je sus did Love these peo ple, but  the 
Love of God in Je sus is not a Love that over looks sin, but
rather ex poses it that the peo ple in volved in it might re pent
and have it for given.  A Bib li cal def i ni tion of Love is re -
corded in I Cor. 13:6, “[Love] does not re joice in un righ -
teous ness, but re joices with the truth.”

True Love from God does not let peo ple go on in their
de prav ity, but rather seeks to deal with it so that the peo ple
don’t go lost.  True Love does not ig nore the prob lems that
lead men to ruin, any more than you would see some one
about to drive off a cliff to their death and stand and say
noth ing to warn them of their im pend ing di sas ter.

Je sus loved these peo ple, but He loved them enough to 
tell them their true con di tion be fore God to try and jolt
them into the re al iza tion of their need for re pen tance and
faith.

The Love of God does not mean that any one can live in 
to tal sin and dis obe di ence, and can then just come to Je sus
with out any re pen tance, and ex pect to find only love and
ac cep tance and not re buke.  This is to not even un der stand
the Love of God – Or the Love that we are to show to our
neigh bor.

Peo ple to day say that God loves peo ple un con di tion -
ally, that there is noth ing they can do for God to love them
more,and there is noth ing they can do for God to love them 
less.  They call this the un con di tional Love of God.  But
this is NOT the Love that you see Je sus dem on strat ing to
peo ple.  To think that you can live and be lieve any way you 
want and still have God’s love and fa vor is to not un der -
stand the Love of Je sus. — JRH
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Woe unto you who call evil good, and good evil…therefore, 
as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes

the chaff, so their root will be rottenness, and their
blossom will ascend like dust; because they have rejected

the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the 
Holy one of Israel. (Isa. 5:20,24)
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The Bread of Life

“I am the Bread of Life” (John 6:48)

Bread is eaten all over the world, ev ery coun try and
ev ery cul ture has bread of some kind. You walk into a
gro cery store and they will have an aisle 50 ft long with
noth ing but dif fer ent kinds of bread. Dif fer ent cul tures
have dif fer ent dis tinc tions in their bread. There is French
bread, Ital ian bread, Irish soda bread, pita bread, flat
bread, and a whole range of other types of bread such as
ba nana bread, zuc chini bread, rai sin bread, cin na mon
bread, and we could go on and on nam ing the dif fer ent
kinds of breads in the world. 

Ev ery liv ing crea ture is a feed ing crea ture. Ev ery liv -
ing thing has some kind of mech a nism de signed into it
that en ables it to feed it self. Ev ery thing from plant life
and its root sys tems, to sin gle cell amoe bas, from in sects
to an i mals to man has the abil ity to feed it self. And bread
is the one food that for many cul tures, over many mil len -
nia epit o mized the abil ity to sur vive and thrive. 

Je sus in the prayer He taught the dis ci ples taught
them to pray. “Give us this day our daily bread.”  Daily
bread for most of the world, for most of hu man his tory,
sur vival hinged on the abil ity to have daily bread. 

God is the pro vider of our daily bread. Je sus is the
pro vider of the bread of life. Je sus says, I am the bread of
life. The def i nite ar ti cle is “The.” The def i nite ar ti cle in a
sen tence car ries great mean ing. The dif fer ence be tween
the bread and a bread is great. Biden is the pres i dent of
the United States. We don’t have a co-pres i dent, he is not
a pres i dent, there are not many pres i dents. There is only
one:  The pres i dent.

Je sus said I Am the Bread of Life. There is only one
Bread of Life. There are not many. I am the bread of life.
He who co mes to me shall never hun ger; he who be lieves
in me will never thirst. There is a grow ing trend in lib eral
churches to em brace Uni ver sal ism, that there are many
ways, that more than likely in the end ev ery one will make 
it to heaven. They don’t get that teach ing from the teach -
ings of Je sus.

Je sus says “I Am the bread of life.” “The bread”,
there is no other. If you want the life that co mes through
eat ing this bread you need to come to Je sus. 

Bread that is not eaten will not nour ish the body. If you 
leave it in the bread box or re frig er a tor and don’t eat it you
will starve to death. Wa ter in the glass will not re fresh if
you just look at it, you must drink it in or der for it to re fresh 
your thirst and hy drate your body. In the same way we
need to come to Je sus and re ceive him. We come to Him in
faith know ing he has what we need for eter nal life.

Food and wa ter needs to be taken into our mouth and
swal lowed be fore it will lit er ally be come part of our bod -

ies. Je sus needs to be re ceived by faith; he needs to as -
sume the throne of our will. He is Lord and we need to
ac knowl edge His right ful place as our Lord. 

We need to chew our food, grind it up; this aids our
di ges tive sys tems to make better use of the nu tri ents in
the food. In the same way we need to think about Je sus,
we need to med i tate on Him and what the Scrip tures tell
us about Him. In this way we em brace Christ more and
more as we dis cover his beauty and He be comes more
and more pre cious to us. 

We swal low our food and wa ter and let it course
through our di ges tive tract and it feeds and hy drates ev -
ery cell in our body. In the same way Je sus and His liv ing
bread needs to flow though our body to trans form us day
by day into the like ness of Christ. 

As we eat, our hun ger and thirst is sat is fied. As we
feed on the liv ing bread we find sat is fac tion in Je sus, He
is ev ery thing we need for Spir i tual food. We seek no
other food than Je sus, In Christ we find all we need for
this life and we find the for give ness of sins that as sures of
heaven. We seek none other, be cause Je sus sat is fies our
souls com pletely. 

Je sus said, “I am the bread of life. He who co mes to
me shall never hun ger, and he who be lieves in Me shall
never thirst.” Have you come to Je sus? I trust that you
have. Is Je sus the one that brings your spir i tual hun ger to
an end? Are you sat is fied in Him? Have you drunk deep
from the wells of eter nal life? This is more than head
knowl edge. This is more than say ing yes to a few ques -
tions about be liev ing in God. This is trust, this is de pend -
ence, this is a life lived in grat i tude for what Je sus did for
you on the cross. 

 Re flect upon your sin, for it was your sin that nailed
Je sus to the cross. It was for your sin that he died. He took 
your pun ish ment, so that you could have eter nal life.
God’s word says the soul that sins will die. You are un der
the death Pen alty, God’s ho li ness and His jus tice de -
mands it. But through the cross, God can dis miss your
case for His jus tice was sat is fied in the cross, and be cause 
of that God can be both lov ing and just at the same time. 

Just as bread has been a food sta ple for 6,000 years
and has caused man kind to flour ish when it has been
plen ti ful, so we will also flour ish as Chris tians when we
feed daily on the bread of life, Je sus. And we do that by
read ing scrip ture, by pray ing, by hear ing the word
preached, and by tak ing part in the means of grace that is
com mu nion.

The bread that I shall give is my flesh, which I shall
give for the life of the world. Lord, give us this bread al -
ways! Amen

Mr. Wayne Almlie
Des Moines, IA
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Ed i to rial 
RES

UNBELIEF & DISOBEDIENCE
“Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anx iously look about you, for I am your God. I will

strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will up hold you with My righ teous right hand.”  
(Isa iah 41:10)

Fairly fre quently you hear Chris tians say, “Well God is
in con trol,” and then re lax in that com ment!

Well, you will have a hard time con vinc ing me that God 
wanted Adam and Eve to sin OR God wanted Cain to
mur der his brother Abel be cause of the sin of envy or
jeal ousy! 

There is a very clear dis tinc tion be tween God’s fore -
know ledge and pre des ti na tion!  God sent His Only Be -
got ten Son, the in no cent for the guilty, to shed His
Blood and die on Cal vary. Yes, God knew what it would 
cost HIM even be fore the foun da tion of the world, but
that is fore know ledge!

Man kind in his beauty soon fades as he is as a va por or
flower that soon fades away, as his life is re ally de void
of real dig nity/mean ing.  But our Eter nal GOD who cre -
ated man in the first place; was/is will ing to pay the
price; thus, such a Blood-bought SACRIFICE is
unique. To my un der stand ing the word ‘unique’ means
one and only of its kind. Man by him self, is trag i cally
frail and tran sient. He is sin ful and only God can per -
form that mir a cle.

Many neat, ‘unique’ things about God’s Pre cious Prom -
ises, are noted in this pas sage and  through out Scrip -
ture!

When we fear some thing we, to a cer tain de gree, think
we are in con trol.  But as you no tice the very first words
of this verse are Fear not.  God tells us what to do; we
need not fear for wher ever Je sus (Holy Spirit) is, it is
the saf est way to go, it is when we ‘fear’ we are dan ger -
ously wan der ing from His lead ing like wan der ing
sheep.

Now, please note three unique pre cious prom ises in this
just one verse. 

1. “I am with you”, what better se cu rity can a per son
pos sess than hav ing the ALMIGHTY God with you by
the in dwell ing of the Holy Spirit to fol low the plumb
line of HIS WORD?

2. “I am your God” You know when we put any thing
be fore God, we are serv ing/obey ing an idol.  You are

not your own.  As a Chris tian, you and I were bought
with a price and we are the tem ple of the Holy Spirit. 
When you have within you the GOD of all gods; what
better place of se cu rity can you have?  “Or do you not
know that your body is the tem ple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are
not your own?  For you were bought at a price; there -
fore, glo rify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s.”  (I Co rin thi ans 6:19-20)

Lastly, He says what He will do.  His prom ise is three -
fold, “I will strengthen you”, “I will help you”, “I will
up hold you.”  Pay close at ten tion to the word ‘will’ in
this text and who is say ing this!  When we ex pe ri ence
the fear of to mor row, this is not a healthy true faith in
our re sources of God!  Joshua 3:3-5 – All the Is ra el ites
had to do was fol low the Ark of God in obe di ence to
God’s voice/Word in cross ing the Jor dan River.  When
we are en ter ing the un known, maybe FEAR grips us.
Mar tin Lu ther speaks of fear in Lu ther’s Small Cat e -
chism Ex plained as such: When do we fear God?  ‘We
fear God when we think so highly of Him, that we
are afraid of of fend ing him by any wrong do ing.’ 
“But with out faith it is im pos si ble to please Him, for
he who co mes to God must be lieve that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of those who dil i gently seek Him.”
(He brews 11:6); as “There is no fear in love …. and
“We love Him be cause He first loved us.”  (I John
4:18-19)  God does n’t just ob serve our strug gles, but
goes with/in us by the Holy Spirit and His Word. He
tells us in His Word not to re joice in our cir cum stances,
money, ma te rial things, cul ture/so ci ety/church, etc. 
God says what HE means and means what HE says!  As 
HE never changes. For JESUS CHRIST IS THE
SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER! 
“Be ware lest any one cheat you through phi los o phy and 
empty de ceit, ac cord ing to the tra di tion of men, ac cord -
ing to the ba sic prin ci ples of the world, and not ac cord -
ing to Christ.  For in Him dwells all the full ness of the
God head bodily; and you are com plete in Him, who is
the head of all prin ci pal ity and power.” (Colossians
2:8-10)
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The Broad Wall

“And they fortified Jerusalem unto the
broad wall.”  (Nehemiah 3:8)

CITIES well-for ti fied have broad walls, so had Je -
ru sa lem in her glory.  The New Je ru sa lem must in like
man ner, be sur rounded and pre served by a broad wall of
non con for mity to the world, and sep a ra tion from its cus -
toms and spirit.  The ten dency of these days is to break
down the holy bar rier, and make the dis tinc tion be tween 
the church and the world merely nom i nal.  Pro fes sors
are no lon ger strict and Pu ri tan i cal, ques tion able lit er a -
ture is read on all hands, friv o lous pas times are cur rently 
in dulged, and a gen eral lax ity threat ens to de prive the
Lord’s pe cu liar peo ple of those sa cred sin gu lar i ties
which sep a rate them from sin ners.  It will be an ill day
for the church and the world when the pro posed amal -
gam ation shall be com plete, and the sons of God and the 
daugh ters of men shall be as one: then shall an other de -
luge of wrath be ush ered in.  Be loved reader, be it your
aim in heart, in word, in dress, in ac tion to main tain the
broad wall, re mem ber ing that the friend ship of this
world is en mity against God.

The broad wall af forded a pleas ant place of Re sort
for the in hab it ants of Je ru sa lem, from which they could
com mand pros pects of the sur round ing coun try.  This
re minds us of the Lord’s ex ceed ing broad com mand -
ments, in which we walk at lib erty in com mu nion with
Je sus, over look ing the scenes of earth, and look ing out
to wards the glo ries of Heaven.  Sep a rated from the
world, and de ny ing our selves all un god li ness and
fleshly lusts, we are nev er the less not in prison, nor re -
stricted within nar row bounds; nay, we walk at lib erty,
be cause we keep His pre cepts.  Come, reader, this eve -
ning walk with God in His stat utes.  As friend met friend 
upon the city wall, so meet thou thy God in the way of
holy prayer and med i ta tion.  The bul warks of Sal va tion
thou hast a right to tra verse, for thou art a free man of the
royal burgh, a cit i zen of the me trop o lis of the uni verse.    

By Charles Spurgeon, from Morning & Evening,
© 1991 Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

Ed i tor’s Note: Just like ath letes com pet ing in their
sport, If you abide by the bound aries/rule/laws of the
Lord, you have a lot of free dom!

FORGIVEN

Not far from New York, in a cemetery
lone,

Close guarding its grave, stands a simple 
headstone 

And all the inscription is one word
alone–

“Forgiven.” 

No sculptor’s fine art hath embellished
its form: 

But constantly there, through the calm
and the storm,

It beareth this world from a poor fallen
worm –

“Forgiven”

It shows not the date of the silent one’s
birth,

Reveals not his frailties nor lies of him
worth,

But speaks out the tale from his few feet
of earth –

“Forgiven”

The death is unmentioned, the name is
untold.

Beneath lies the body, corrupted and
cold.

Above rests his spirit, at home in the
fold –

“Forgiven.” 

And when from the heavens the Lord
shall descend.

This stranger shall rise and to Glory
ascend.

Well known and befriended, to sing
without end –

“Forgiven.”
Claude A. Ries 

O soul! Why shouldst thou wan der, from such a lov -
ing Friend?

Cling closer, closer to Him, stay with Him to the
end. – M. A. John son 



From Our Fellowship Circle

There must be some folk in reader land that have a
fresh tes ti mony of what JESUS is do ing in their heart
and life AND WANT TO HAVE IT PRINTED IN THE
MORNING GLORY! We serve a Liv ing SAVIOR

Be care ful for noth ing

Philippians 4:6

Do you cross rivers be fore you come to them, dread
trou bles that never come, ex pect evil from the Lord in -
stead of good?  In other words, is your soul full of un nec -
es sary care?  For that is what the word “care ful” means –
un nec es sary care.  

“Do not worry” is a plain and sim ple com mand, but it
is such a dif fi cult one to fol low.  M. D. Bab cock has given
a few ben e fi cial sug ges tions for the per son who feels de -
feated be cause of the com mon ail ment (sin) of worry. 
“The anx ious Chris tian hurts more than him self; he hurts
the faith of those who know him and the good name of his
Lord,  who has prom ised to sup ply all his needs.  There is
noth ing which we can not pray about.  Go deeper into the
text; ‘But in ev ery thing by prayer and sup pli ca tion let
your re quests be made known unto God.  What we can
take to God we can trust to God.  What we put our fi del ity
into, He will per fect by His faith ful ness.  While we work
for the best; He works the best for us. We may suc ceed as
we hoped; we may have dis ci pline we lit tle ex pected, but
the Fa ther knows what His child needs. What God has for
us to do we can do, or to bear we can bear.  Is there not
enough in His ocean to fill our pitcher?  With the need of
ev ery day will come His prom ised sup ply – ‘My grace is
suf fi cient for thee’.  

Do not for get the words fur ther on in the text: ‘with
thanksgiving.’  Be on the look out for mer cies.  Bless ings
brighten when we count them (Ed. Psalm 40).  Out of the
de ter mi na tion of the heart the eyes see.  If you want to be
gloomy, there’s gloom enough to keep you glum; if you
want to be glad, there’s gleam enough to keep you glad. 
Better lose count in enu mer at ing your bless ings than lose
your bless ings in tell ing your trou bles.

“Unbraid the verse into three cords and bind your self
to God with them in trust ful, prayer ful, thank ful bonds, –
Anx ious for noth ing.  Prayer for ev ery thing, Thank ful for
any thing – ‘and the peace of God which passeth all un der -
stand ing shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Je sus’”

(from Thoughts for Ev eryday Liv ing) Streams in the

Desert, Mrs. Charles Cow man Zondervan Pub lish ing
House © 1966. 

Death in the Pot

“So, they poured out for the men to eat.  And it came
to pass, as they were eat ing of the pot tage, that they cried
out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death in the
pot.  And could not eat thereof.”  (II Kings 4:40)

The “sons of the proph ets,” study ing un der Elisha, be -
came hun gry, so Elisha told them to “see the por tage,” ev i -
dently a soup pri mar ily made of len tils.  How ever, one of
the young stu dents pro ceeded to gather some wild gourds
and grind them into the pot tage, care lessly as sum ing that
their at trac tive ap pear ance and taste would spice up the
other dull meal.  When the more ma ture stu dents took the
first sip, how ever, they re al ized the alien in gre di ent was
poi son ous, and cried out: “There is death in the pot!”

There is a par a ble in this ex pe ri ence.  Mod ern Bi ble
schol ars of ten want to spice up the old truths of Scrip ture
with some new and su per fi cially at trac tive con coc tion
from the out side world, but this al most al ways serves
merely to adul ter ate “the sin cere milk of the word” (I Pe -
ter 2:2) and in sert “death in the pot.”  Like the woman in
the New Tes ta ment par a ble who took leaven and se cretly
“hid (it) in three mea sures of meal, till the whole was leav -
ened.” (Mat thew 13:33)  Elisha’s en ter pris ing young stu -
dent slipped in his at trac tive in gre di ent and it soon
per me ated the whole pot of soup with its poi son.  This is
the way with false doc trine.

The rem edy for the poi son in the pot tage was found
when Elisha said, “Bring meal.  And he cast it into the
pot…And there was no harm in the pot.” (II Kings 4:41).  
The pu ri fy ing “meal” was fine wheat flour, al ways in
Scrip ture sym bol iz ing the true Word of God.  It is the
WORD which is the true bread by which man must live
(Mat thew 4:4), and the an ti dote for the poi son ous doc -
trines of the world must al ways be the un adul ter ated
WORD.

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God,
© 1997 by Dr. Henry Morris

Ed i tor’s Note: As my wife and I read this ar ti cle for
part of our eve ning de vo tions; my mind re minded me of
many years ago when I at tended a fun da men tal Bi ble
School (at that time) and the Teacher would fore warn us of 
false doc trine/teach ings! 
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable 

As U.S. Troops Pull Out, The Taliban
Starts Killing Christians

Af ter the in ter na tional troop with draw als, the
Taliban are go ing door-to-door in Af ghan i stan ex e cut -
ing, Chris tians on the spot…

Taliban mil i tants are even pull ing peo ple off pub lic
trans port and kill ing them on the spot if they’re Chris -
tian.

Selected

Honduras Makes Its Abortion Ban
Permanent: “All Human Beings Have a
Right to Life”

The Hon du ras Na tional Con gress strength ened
pro-life laws (the last week of De cem ber, 2020) by
amend ing the na tional con sti tu tion to de clare that un -
born ba bies have the same rights as born hu man be ings
un der the law…

They also passed leg is la tion in creas ing the vote
thresh old to 75 per cent for Con gress to re peal un born
ba bies’ con sti tu tional right to life…

The South Amer i can coun try was spurred to ac tion
af ter Ar gen tina le gal ized abor tions in De cem ber.  Law -
makers said they wanted to cre ate a “shield against
abor tion” in Hon du ras where most peo ple sup port ba -
bies’ right to life.

Lifenews.com 

Record 4.3M Background Checks for
Gun Sales with Biden in White House

Sky rocketing gun sales in Jan u ary – marked by an
all-time sin gle-month re cord of 4.3 mil lion back ground
checks for fire arms – were ush ered in by the In au gu ra -
tion of Pres i dent Joe Biden and his pro-gun con trol ad -
min is tra tion.

In ad di tion, more guns were sold last year than ever
be fore.

“Over all 2020 saw the high est num ber of back -
ground checks on re cord with nearly 39.7 mil lion,” 

U.S. News report, Michael F. Haverluck,
onenewsnow.com 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: The Sec ond Amend -
ment to the U. S. Con sti tu tion (which is one of our ba sic

rights as Amer i can cit i zens) says, “A well reg u lated Mi -
li tia, be ing nec es sary to the se cu rity of a free state, the
right of the peo ple to keep and bear Arms, shall not be
in fringed.”  — Sword of the Lord.

Biblical “Royal” Purple Cloth Scraps
from Era of Kings David, Solomon
Found in Israel

Rare pur ple cloth scraps from the era dat ing back to
the time of King Da vid and King Sol o mon, ap prox i -
mately three thou sand years ago, have been dis cov ered
in Is rael.

Re searchers in south ern Is rael found the rem nants
of wo ven wool fab ric that had been dyed the color of
royal pur ple while ex am in ing tex tiles from the Timna
Val ley, a cop per pro duc tion dis trict of King Sol o mon’s
day…

In an cient times pur ple cloth was a lux ury item and
those who wore it were as so ci ated with no bil ity…and
roy alty.  The dye used to make the color was sourced
from a few kinds of mol lusks in the Med i ter ra nean
Sea…

Naama Sukenik, the cu ra tor of or ganic finds at the
Is rael An tiq uities Au thor ity …(said,) “This is the first
piece of tex tile ever found from the time of Da vid and
Sol o mon that is dyed with the pres ti gious pur ple dye…

Brandon Showalter, christianpost.com

Court Rules Nativity Scenes
Constitutional 

When the Sev enth Cir cuit Court of Ap peals ruled
(Feb ru ary, 2021) in fa vor of a na tiv ity scene dis played
an nu ally out side the Jack son County Court house, it was 
the first time that a court ruled that the so-called “Lemon 
Test’ does not ap ply to these hol i day sym bols.  Lib erty
Coun sel rep re sented Jack son County in this pre ce dent
set ting case, Woodring v. Jack son County, In di ana.  

LIBERTY COUNSEL.

France Expands COVID – 19 Health
Passport As Protests Against Lockdown, 
Vaccine Mandates Erupt Worldwide.

France’s health pass ports went into ef fect…. just
days af ter thou sands took to the streets to pro test a man -



date that only al lows the vac ci nated or those who’ve
tested neg a tive for COVID-19 to go to shop ping cen ters,
res tau rants or board pub lic trans por ta tion.    

Emily Wood, christianpost.com

EDITOR’S COMMENTS:  Dr. Fauci has al ready an -
nounced that such man dates will likely come to the USA
as soon as the FDA gives ap proval to the vac cines.

Sword of the Lord

Will We Know Our Loved 
Ones in Heaven?

By Henry Mor ris

This is a fre quent ques tion, but it can be an swered
quite sim ply if we just re al ize that the fu ture life is one of
in creased knowl edge and aware ness, not one of vague in -
tan gi bles and dreamy unrealities.  

Heaven will be a real place, and those who are saved
will have real bod ies –- just as phys i cal and tan gi ble and
rec og niz able as this pres ent world and our pres ent bod -
ies.  We shall cer tainly not know any less then than we do
now, and there is thus no doubt that we shall rec og nize
one an other in the glo ri ous age to come.

Our Sav ior, the Lord Je sus Christ, was raised from
the grave in a phys i cal body – one that could be seen and
rec og nized and touched (Luke 24:36-43).  In this body,
He as cended into Heaven, and in this body He will one
day re turn to earth (Acts 1:9-11).  He said, “I go to pre -
pare a place for you” (John 14:2).  He is pre par ing a
place, not a state of mind or some vague sphere of spirit
ac tiv ity!

The Bi ble also says, “We know that, when he shall
ap pear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is.” (I John 3:2)  Our bod ies, like His, will be phys i cal
bod ies, though also res ur rected and made free from the
lim i ta tions of our pres ent bod ies.  He “shall change our
vile body, that it may be fash ioned like unto his glo ri ous
body.” (Philippians 3:21)

The ful fill ment of these prom ises will take place at
the time of His sec ond com ing and the res ur rec tion of the
Chris tian dead.

 “For the Lord him self shall de scend from heaven
with a shout, with voice of the arch an gel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and re main shall be caught
up to gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so, shall we ever be with the Lord.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

Un til Christ co mes again, of course, the dead bod ies
of be liev ers re main in the grave.  How ever, their spir its
(soul) are trans lated im me di ately at death into the pres -
ence of the Lord.

“For we know that if our earthly house of this ta ber -
na cle were dis solved, we have a build ing of God, an
house not made with hands, eter nal in the heav ens.  We
are con fi dent, I say, and will ing rather to be ab sent from
the body, and to be pres ent with the Lord.” (II Co rin thi -
ans 5:1 & 8)

Spirits (souls) and res ur rected bod ies of be liev ers
will be re united when Christ co mes again.  How ever, the
res ur rec tion of the un saved will be at the Last
JUDGMENT (Rev e la tion 20:12-15), and these will be
con signed to ETERNAL ex is tence in the Lake of Fire.  

Ob vi ously, be fore we can rec og nize our loved ones
in Heaven, both we and they must ac tu ally be there! 
JESUS made it clear that the path that leads to life is nar -
row and “few there be that find it’” (Mat thew 7:14)

It is su premely im por tant for each of us to turn from
our nat u ral (old na ture) life of self ish ness and un be liev -
ing pride to trust in Je sus Christ as per sonal Sav ior …the
Son of God who ‘tasted death for ev ery man.” (He brews
2:9) “He that be liev eth on the Son hath ev er last ing life:
and he that be liev eth not the Son shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36)

Fur ther more, each Chris tian should do all he can (by
prayer, a godly life and faith ful wit ness ing), to help his
fam ily and friends also come to put their trust in the Lord
Je sus for their own Sal va tion.

Sword of the Lord.

VALUE

“See the value of a Grace-wrought con fes sion of sin!  
It is to be prized above all price, for in ev ery case where it 
is gen u ine, gra cious con fes sion, mercy freely given, not
be cause the re pen tance and con fes sion de serves mercy,
but for Christ’s sake.  Blessed be GOD, there is al ways
heal ing for the bro ken heart; the foun tain is ever flow ing
to cleanse us from our sins.  Truly, O Lord. Thou art a
God “ready to par don!”  There fore, will we ac knowl edge 
our in iq ui ties.”  — Charles Spurgeon 

“I ac knowl edged my sin to You, And my in iq uity
(sin) I have not hid den.  I said, ‘I will con fess my trans -
gres sions to the LORD.’  And You for gave the in iq uity
of my sin.”  Selah  (Psalm 32:5)
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The Enduring Word
“But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.”

(I Pe ter 1:25)

The wreck of Flight 93 on Sep tem ber 11, 2001, left
lit tle be hind.  The burn ing jet fuel in cin er ated vir tu ally
ev ery thing.  How ever, one of the items dis cov ered was a 
fully in tact copy of a well-used Bi ble. Com plete with a
prayer list – the pos ses sion of a ded i cated Chris tian
aboard the doomed air craft.  Al most ev ery thing else
from that flight was de stroyed or burned – nearly ev ery -
thing that is, ex cept the Word of God!  Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but not GOD’S WORD. It will last for -
ever.  Let’s read it to day, so that we can en joy its truth
through out Eter nity (Ed i tor; Sal va tion is more than
reading God’s Word: it’s re pent ing of sin and trust ing
Je sus as your per sonal SAVIOR)!

Mark Kolchin 

The Bi ble stands though the hills may tum ble,
It will firmly stand when the earth shall crum ble;
I will plant my feet on its firm foun da tion,
For the BIBLE stands.  –-  Haldor Lillenas

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

What’s Worse Than Controversy?
Con tro versy in re li gion is a hate ful thing!  It is hard

enough to fight the Devil, the world and the (old na ture)
flesh, with out pri vate dif fer ences in our own camp.  But
there is one thing that is even worse than con tro versy;
and that is false doc trine tol er ated; al lowed and per mit -
ted with out pro test or mo les ta tion.

Away with such tri fling!  There are times when con -
tro versy is not only a duty but a ben e fit.  It is a plain
Scrip tural duty to “ear nestly con tend for the faith
which was once de liv ered unto the saints” (Jude 3).  

The apos tle Paul was the most di vi sive and con tro -
ver sial char ac ter por trayed in the en tire Book of Acts;
and be cause of it, he was beaten with rods, stoned and
left for dead, chained and left in a dun geon, dragged be -
fore mag is trates, barely es caped as sas si na tion.  So pro -
nounced in him were his con vic tions that it came to a
point when the un be liev ing Jews of Thessalonica de -
clared, “These that have turned the world up side down
are come hither also” Acts 17: 6. (Ed i tor: Paul, with and 
through the Word of God, was try ing to set the world
‘right side up’).

God pity those pas tors and Chris tian lead ers whose
main ob jec tive is the growth of their or ga ni za tions and
whose main con cern, lest their “BOATS BE
ROCKED.”  They may es cape in volve ment in con tro -

versy, but they will not es cape the judg ment seat of
Christ (Ed i tor: OR the Great White Judg ment Seat of
God; de pend ing upon their re la tion ship with God).

The Gospel Standard.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Battle is the Lord’s

“And he said, ‘Listen, all you of Judah and
you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you,

King Jehoshaphat!  Thus says the LORD to 
you; Do not be afraid nor dismayed because 
of this great multitude, for the battle is not

yours, but God’s.”  (II Chronicles 20:15)

How we need to sup port and en cour age one an other
in these per il ous times as the wind is howl ing from all
di rec tions and the waves are so high; as we are prone to
close our eyes and hide our head in the sand!  But that is
not GOD’S an swer or di rec tion!  No tice, in this one
verse, for ex am ple, sev eral things.

First, sit up and take no tice, as we are ad mon ished to 
lis ten and to take hu man rea son ing cap tive to what GOD 
tells us.  The Is ra el ites are fac ing a con fed er acy of three
na tions and de feat seemed cer tain.  This con fed er acy
was dis tracted by fight ing among them selves and Ju dah
was left to be un harmed. There are times when we
feel/sense that we face im pos si ble sit u a tions and it ap -
pears that the en emy has the up per-hand. BUT NEVER
FEAR, as in GOD’S LOVE there lies no fear.  Our God
is the God of the im pos si ble!  And He is well able to in -
ter vene in a mighty way for our de liv er ance.  Some times 
in the midst of the bat tle/strug gles we learn things that
in no way could have been learned oth er wise. HE per -
mits things to hap pen in our lives be cause HE loves us!

Editor

Luther’s Morning Prayer
In the name of the Fa ther and of the Son and of

the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
I thank You, my Heav enly Fa ther, through Je -

sus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me
this night from all harm and dan ger; and I pray that
You would keep me this day also from sin and
every evil, that all my do ings and life may please
You.

For into Your hands I com mend my self, my
body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy an gel
be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power 
over me.  Amen.



He Leadeth Me
By V. Ray mond Edman 

Joshua had been thor oughly dis ci plined by Mo ses. 
For years Joshua had been the prin ci pal helper for that
man of God, had been taught by him, and had seen God’s
guid ance in his life.  Then came the time when Joshua was
left to his own re spon si bil i ties.  Mo ses, to whom the Al -
mighty had spo ken face to face as a man speaks to his
friend, was dead.

Not fre quently the Lord makes pro vi sion for some
trust wor thy ser vant to be our teacher.  The Scrip tures show 
the pat tern of dis ci ple ship: Mo ses and Joshua, Na omi and
Ruth, Sam uel and Da vid, Eli jah and Elisha, Paul and Tim -
o thy.  Happy (blessed) in deed is the young heart that is
coun seled and cor rected by an older be liever.  How ever, in 
time the youn ger must come to the place of lead er ship and
must know the will of God for His peo ple as well as him -
self.

(Never for get) the Bi ble is God’s prin ci pal means of
guid ance, en cour age ment, strength and cor rec tion.  Like
Joshua we are to “me di tate therein day and night” if we are 
to know the Lord’s will for us.  The Holy Spirit en light ens
the Word to us as we read and med i tate upon it.  The High -
est will never lead us con trary to the plain teach ing of the
Word.  He will help us un der stand both the let ter and the
spirit of the Scrip tures.  

The Bi ble is not a kind of fe tish or or a cle into which
we can glance for a word on guid ance.  The Lord may lead
us by the first verse we read upon open ing the Book, but
not nec es sar ily so at all.  In fact, it is com mon ex pe ri ence
of de vout and deeply-taught Chris tians that to seek a verse
of guid ance is never to find it.  Rather, it is as we read and
med i tate upon the Word, per haps in some rel a tively ob -
scure por tion thereof, that we are taught by the Holy Spirit
and are led aright in the light thereof.

We are taught three ba sic fac tors about the place of the 
Bi ble in re veal ing to us God’s will.  First, we are to read
there.  That means daily de vo tional read ing in which we
fol low a plan of Bi ble study, not skip ping haphazardly
hither and yon.  Sec ond, we are to re flect upon what we
read!  We do well to mem o rize key pas sages on that they
be come a part of our selves.  Then we shall learn at some
fork in the road that the Holy Spirit will bring to our re -
mem brance a prom ise that we have mem o rized; and by it
we are led into the right path.  Third, we are to obey what
we have read and un der stand, that is, we are to be do ers of
the Word as well as hear ers thereof (James 1:22-25).  

Then it is that the LORD makes our way to pros per
and our work to have good suc cess.

Taken from He Leadeth Me, 
Scripture Press Foundation © 1959

Separation

“All the days of his separation shall he eat
nothing that is made of the vine tree, from

the kernels even to the husk.”  (Numbers 6:4)

Nazarites had taken, among other vows, one which
de barred them from the use of wine.  In or der that they
might not vi o late the ob li ga tion, they were for bid den to
drink the vin e gar of wine or strong li quors, and to make
the rule still more clear, they were not to touch the un fer -
mented juice of grapes, nor even to eat the fruit ei ther
fresh or dried.  In or der, al to gether, to se cure the in teg rity
of the vow, they were not even al lowed any thing that had
to do with the vine; they were, in fact, to avoid the ap -
pear ance of evil.  Surely this is a les son to the Lord’s sep -
a rated ones, teach ing them to come away from sin in
ev ery form, to avoid not merely its grosser shapes, but
even in spirit and si mil i tude.  Strict walk ing is much de -
spised in these days, but rest as sured, dear reader, it is
both the saf est and the hap pi est.  He who yields a point or
two to the world is in fear ful peril; he who eats the grapes
of Sodom will soon drink the wine of Go mor rah.  A lit tle
crev ice in the sea-bank in Hol land lets in the sea, and the
gap speed ily swells till a prov ince is drowned.  Worldly
con for mity, in any de gree, is a snare to the soul, and
makes it more and more li a ble to pre sump tu ous sins. 
More over, as the Nazarite who drank grape juice could
not be quite sure whether it might not en dure a de gree of
fer men ta tion, and con se quently could not be clear in
heart that his vow was in tact, so the yield ing, tem po riz -
ing Chris tian can not wear a con science void of of fense,
but must feel that in ward mon i tor is in doubt of him. 
Things doubt ful we need not doubt about; they are wrong
to us. Things tempt ing, we must not dally with, but flee
them with speed.  Better be sneered at as a Pu ri tan than be 
de spised as a hyp o crite.  Care ful walk ing may in volve
much self-de nial, but it has plea sures of its own which
are more than a suf fi cient rec om pense.

Taken from Morning & Evening, Charles Spurgeon,
©1991 Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

Ed i tor’s Note: And to re al ize that this was writ ten
150 years ago; so, if the ‘shoe fits – put it on’!  Now I
know we dif fer a lit tle doc trin ally with Charles
Spurgeon, but he be lieved in call ing sin by name as God
does!  Oh, how we need to pray that GOD could bring
about Pas tors, etc., to teach/preach clearly God’s Law out 
of love and the Good News of the Gos pel.
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What About Hell? – Part IV
“And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of

those who kill the body, and af ter that have no more that
they can do.  But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the
One who af ter He has killed has au thor ity to cast into
hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”   (Luke 12:4-5)

This is the fourth in a se ries of mes sages on the de ni -
als of Hell by the mod ern church, some of their rea sons
be hind them and a bib li cal re sponse to each one.

False Ideas Pres ent To day:
Un be lievers are not cast bodily into hell

There is no phys i cal res ur rec tion for them. God al -
lows them to re main in the grave, dead and bur ied.

This is false be cause when ever the Scrip tures speak
of res ur rec tion, it al ways means the body.  “But some -
one will say, ‘How are the dead raised? And with what
kind of body do they come?” (I Cor. 15:35)   This is true
re gard less of some one who was saved or lost.  Je sus
said, “Do not mar vel at this; for an hour is com ing, in
which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice,  and 
shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a res -
ur rec tion of life, those who com mit ted the evil deeds to a 
res ur rec tion of judg ment.”  (John 5:28-29)

The fi nal judg ment de scribes all peo ple as standing
be fore the Great White Throne.  “And I saw the dead,
the great and the small, stand ing be fore the throne, and
books were opened; and an other book was opened,
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from
the things which were writ ten in the books, ac cord ing to
their deeds.”  (Rev. 20:12)  The un be liev ers will have a
phys i cal body as well. 

Je sus also said that peo ple would have their bod ies
cast into hell.  “And if your right eye makes you stum ble, 
tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you
that one of the parts of your body per ish, than for your
whole body to be thrown into hell.”  (Mat thew 5:29)

The flames of hell de scribed in the Bi ble 
are just a fig ure of speech

The ag ony de scribed is that of know ing that they
missed the great op por tu nity to be in the wonderful
God’s pres ence.  Hell is not a tor ture cham ber.

This is false be cause in Luke 16:23-24, the rich man 
de scribed hell as a place of phys i cal suf fer ing.  “And in
Hades he lifted up his eyes, be ing in tor ment, and saw
Abra ham far away, and Laz a rus in his bosom.  And he
cried out and said, ‘Fa ther Abra ham, have mercy on
me, and send Laz a rus, that he may dip the tip of his fin -
ger in wa ter and cool off my tongue; for I am in ag ony in 

this flame.’”  Even when the rich man cried out for
mercy and re lief from the burn ing tor ment, he was re -
fused.  This is phys i cal suf fer ing.

In Matt. 25:41, hell is de scribed as the place pre -
pared for the devil and his an gels.  The fi nal state of the
false prophet and the antichrist are that they are “thrown 
alive (phys i cally) into the lake of fire that burns with
brimstone..” (Rev. 19:20)  The devil ends up here and the
fi nal state of these are that they are “tor mented day and
night for ever and ever.”  This is phys i cal suf fer ing.

The fi nal judg ment is de picted as the an gels cast ing
the wicked into a place of “weep ing and gnash ing of
teeth.” (Matt. 13:50)  This is phys i cal suf fer ing.

God does not send any one to hell

Peo ple go there be cause they choose to.  They were
of fered the choice of heaven and hell and since they did -
n’t choose heaven, they chose hell.  They get there by
their own choos ing.

This is wrong be cause God has given the fi nal judg -
ment to the Son, Je sus.  “For not even the Fa ther judges
any one, but He has given all judg ment to the Son.”  (John 

5:22)  It will be Je sus who will sit on the throne of fi nal
judg ment as all peo ple are gath ered be fore Him.  “And I
saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from
whose pres ence earth and heaven fled away, and no
place was found for them.”  (Rev. 20:11)  This means that
Je sus will send peo ple to their eter nal dam na tion.  He
will de clare to the lost on that day, “Then He will also
say to those on His left, ‘De part from Me, ac cursed
ones, into the eter nal fire which has been pre pared for
the devil and his an gels.”  (Matt. 25:41)  Ev ery per son
who ends up in eter nal per di tion will be there be cause
Je sus sends them there.  

Je sus does so ONLY be cause the peo ple had no faith 
in Him.  “He who be lieves in the Son has eter nal life;
but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36)  Peo ple
don’t get there be cause of the choice they made, but be -
cause of the choice they did n’t make.  As the Holy Spirit 
brings Christ to you and en ables you to come to Christ,
it is at that point when you need to re spond to the gra -
cious in vi ta tion which God lays out be fore you.  To sit in 
un be lief is the ba sis for Je sus send ing you to eter nal per -
di tion.

Dear reader, don’t let this hap pen to you.  Come to
Christ while you have the op por tu nity, be cause one day
the door will be shut and there will be no more chances.     
“And while they were go ing away to make the pur chase,
the bride groom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the wed ding feast; and the door was shut. 
And later the other vir gins also came, say ing, ‘Lord,



Lord, open up for us.’  But He an swered and said, ‘Truly I 
say to you, I do not know you.’” (Mat thew 25:10-12)

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing.com

The Voice of the Mas ter

“Let me hear thy voice.” — Song ii. 10

This is the lan guage of Je sus to his Church, to us. He
loves to see us come to his throne. To hear us pour out our 
hearts be fore him. The prayer of the up right is his de light. 
It may be as mourn ful as the coo ing of the dove, and there 
may be as much same ness in it too, but he loves to hear it.
We are wea ried “with tell ing the oft-re peated tale, we
fancy that he will be so too, but no, he says, “Let me hear
thy voice.” Shall we re fuse him? Rather, let us go to him
more fre quently. Let us con fess our sins, mourn over our
fol lies, la ment our prone ness to back slide, plead his pre -
cious prom ises, seek the en joy ment of his pres ence, be -
seech him to par don our sins, and crave ev ery bless ing
which he has to be stow. We can not go to him too of ten.
We can not ask for too much at his hands. He asks us to
pray. He ex horts us to come of ten to his throne. He sends
trou bles, tri als, and af flic tions to bring us near to him. In
ev ery com fort, he says, “Let me hear thy voice.” In ev ery
trial, he says, “Call upon me, I will de liver thee.” Be -
loved, go at once to Je sus, and let him hear thy voice, in
obe di ence to his call, ac knowl edge his good ness, plead
his prom ises, and seek his grace. 

‘Tis sweet to steal awhile away 
  From ev’ry cum ber ing care; 
And spend the clos ing hours of day 
  In hum ble, grate ful prayer. 

The Believer’s Daily Remembrancer, Rev, James
Smith, Originally published circa 1850,

© 2018, Sprinkle Publications

The Chris tian Life – In the Pres ence of the Lord

(Con tinued from the last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

In the fourth place, I would sug gest the joy and the
priv i lege which is ours to be in the pres ence of the Lord
also when we are suf fer ing.  It is eas ier to suf fer when we
know that the eyes of the Lord are upon us while we en -
dure our pains and sus tain our losses, when we know that
HE un der stands us in our suf fer ing and can sym pa thize
with us more ten derly than mother for her ail ing child. 
Our great est strength for en dur ing suf fer ing we re ceive

when we look to the suf fer ings of our cru ci fied Sav ior. 
Then our own suf fer ing be comes in sig nif i cant.  Our un -
will ing ness to suf fer be comes harder for us to bear than
our suf fer ing.  But when we have con fessed this sin also
and re ceived for give ness for it, then HE cre ates within us
that will ing spirit which will thank God for what ever suf -
fer ing we are called upon to en dure. (Ed i tor: Lord will -
ing, likely next month (De cem ber) we will look at briefly 
the re sults.)

Taken from The Christian Life by O. Hallesby, Ph.D.,
Published by Augsburg Publishing House.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

By his own blood he en tered in once into the holy
place, hav ing ob tained eter nal re demp tion for us.  He -
brews 9:12.

How much more shall the blood of Christ …
purge your con science from dead works to serve the
liv ing God? He brews 9:14.

He brews re cords that the high priest of the Old Tes ta -
ment went alone once a year, with blood, into the Holiest
of all. There was no other man alive, who could do this,
but him.  The Lord Je sus cried from the Cross, “My God,
My God, why has thou for saken me?”  (Mat thew 27:46). 
HE, who was ever with the Fa ther, went alone to where
no other Per son could go.  HE of fered what no other per -
son could of fer – HIMSELF.

S.B.

The sin ner’s ref uge here alone, un der the Blood,
un der the Blood;

Here JESUS makes sal va tion known, un der the
PRECIOUS BLOOD.

E. Hewitt, Choice Gleanings 2014.
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“If there is anything in my thoughts or style 
to commend, the credit is due to my parents

for instilling in me an early love of the
Scriptures.  If we abide by the principles

taught in the Bible, our country will go on
prospering and to prosper; but if we in our

prosperity neglect its instructions and
authority, no man can tell how sudden a

catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury all
our glory in profound obscurity.”

DANIEL WEBSTER
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God’s Determinate Counsel
“Herod, and Pon tius Pi late, with the Gentiles, and
the peo ple of Is rael, were gath ered to gether, for to

do what so ever thy hand and thy coun sel de ter -
mined to be done.”  (Acts 4:27-28)

The early be liever strongly be lieved in God’s Sov -
er eign power to bring about His plan of Sal va tion (also
other mat ters).  God’s de crees are for eter nity!  (Ed.
There is a clear dis tinc tion be tween pre-des ti na tion and
hu man ity’s free-choice).  What was done to Christ by
Herod or Pon tius Pi late, by the Jews or Gentiles was ac -
cord ing to the pre de ter mined coun sel of God.  Yet the
free dom of their wills was never in fringed upon.  Truly
amaz ing!  How can the fi nite com pre hend the in fi nite?

Sid Halsband 

Ed i tors Note: What a good ex am ple of what is to
come, and maybe sooner then we think!

To day, the world’s so ci ety/cul ture and much of the
re li gious peo ple and church world are seek ing to ex ter -
mi nate true Chris tian ity through per se cu tion.  For an ex -
am ple of what is to come; read Rev e la tion chap ters 17 & 
18 of the Har lot (re li gious but lost) and the world gov -
ern ment (Anti-Christ) work ing together to Rid this
world of true Chris tian ity.  Also, “Cult ism” is rap idly
grow ing in the USA to day!

The Love of God

“For God so loved (Loves)  the world (You and
Me) …” (John 3:16)

“His fa ther saw him and had (love) com pas sion.” 
(Luke 15:20)

The fa ther in the par a ble of the youn ger son is a
mar vel ous pic ture of the Tri unes’ Love for you and me
and the world, as HE loves this per son so much that in
spite of the young man’s ego trip and this per son ‘en joy -
ing the plea sures of this sin ful world,’  the Fa ther looks
be yond that and gra ciously in vites the son to come and
he will gra ciously ex pe ri ence God’s cleans ing and for -
give ness.  (See Isa iah 1:18)

Thus, this per son was not only for given, but placed
in the fam ily of God; as a friend of mine and an heir of
the riches as joint heirs with Je sus!

So, it is of to day He will not only for give/par don our 
many sins that are ‘like scar let,’ but will also bring about 
a re la tion ship in His house hold.  When God so loved the 
world, it is an on-go ing LOVE; be cause of what His Son 
ac com plished at CALVARY for you and me!   Now if
that is n’t un con di tional love, I don’t know what love is! 

Yes, He even loves you who are yet un saved un til you
have one foot in the grave and the other foot on a ba nana 
peel; or even when ‘both feet are in the grave’!

“Oh love of God how rich and pure,
How mea sure less and strong, 
It shall for ever more en dure, 
The saints’ and an gels’ song.”  F.M. Lehman

RES

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Sitting at the Gate

“They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I
was the song of the drunk ards.”  (Psalm 69:12)

Sit ting at the gate was some what like to day; the rul -
ing par ties or Su preme Court!

The son of a be liever re jected/ne glected Christ as
his per sonal Sav ior and nat u rally against his par ents
teach ing and ex am ple was caus ing a heart-ache to the
griev ing par ents.  The son be came a no to ri ous thief, and
was im pris oned many times and also had a leg shot off
when try ing to es cape one day.  Liv ing 100 miles from
home, his fa ther was mor ti fied to hear some drunk ards
sing ing songs mock ing him for the sins of his son.  Our
won der ful Sav ior en dured the ‘song of the drunk ards’ as 
He, the HOLY ONE, hung upon the Cross, bear ing your
sin and mine.  The fool ish ness, re proach, shame, weep -
ing, dis honor and lone li ness, (Psalm 69:5, 7, 10, 19,
20), which right fully has been ours was car ried for us at
CALVARY by JESUS!  (Our sin was nailed to the
Tree!)  Let us set an ex am ple as an ear-mark of AGAPE
LOVE in fol low ing HIM with Ad o ra tion and Wor ship.

He took my sins and my sor rows, He made them
His very own;

He bore the bur den to Cal vary, and suf fered and
died alone. — C. Ga briel

Selected

“Right now, you may not be able to 
see how God is using your

faithfulness to change lives
eternally, but you can trust that

He is at work.”

Mi chael Youssef



Being Glad
“Zion heard, and was glad; and the daugh ters of Ju -

dah re joiced be cause of Thy judg ments, O Lord.”
(Ps. 97:8)

Do you bring sun shine into your home?  You can only
make oth ers happy if you are happy your self.

One morn ing a fam ily was seated at the ta ble wait ing
for the old est daugh ter to bring home the bread from the
bak ery. For days it had rained, and it was cold out side.  It
was cold in the house, too.  Fa ther was in a bad mood, and
Mother was tired be cause the baby had fussed all night. 
John did not feel well, and was not kind to his sis ter Lena. 
That morn ing it was cloudy and cold in doors as well as
out doors.

Soon Elsie came rush ing in.  She had the bread from
the bak ery.  Her face was rosy from the cold, and wreathed
in smiles.

“I brought you the morn ing pa per, Dad,” she said as
she handed him the pa per.  His face bright ened. Then she
planted a kiss on her mother’s cheek, and the mother’s
tired face lit up with a smile.

“Good morn ing John,” Elsie said to him, as he sat
look ing glum.  He could not help but grin when he heard
her cheery voice.

“And here is a whole sack of bread for Lena,” she said
laugh ingly.  In five min utes, the whole room was filled
with cheer be cause of Elsie’s happy man ner.

We will all be happy when we have the love of Je sus in 
our hearts, and each one will then bring joy and hap pi ness
to oth ers.

Altar Steps by Pastor R.P. Haakonson

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

A Pure Life

“He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn

deceitfully.” (Psalm 24:4)

Out ward prac ti cal ho li ness is a very pre cious mark of
grace.  It is to be feared that many pro fes sors have per -
verted the doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion by faith in such a way as 
to treat good works with con tempt; if so, they will re ceive
ev er last ing con tempt at the last great day.  If our hands are
not clean, let us wash them in Je sus’ pre cious blood, and so 
let us lift up pure hands unto God.  But “clean hands” will
not suf fice, un less they are con nected with a “pure heart.”
True re li gion is hard work.  We may wash the out side of

the cup and the plat ter as long as we please, but if the in -
ward parts be filthy, we are filthy al to gether in the sight of
God, for our hearts are more truly our selves than our hands 
are; the very life of our be ing lies in the in ner na ture, and
hence the im per a tive need of pu rity within.  The pure in
heart shall see God, all oth ers are blind bats.

The man who is born for heaven “hath not lifted up his 
soul unto van ity.”  All men have their joys, by which their
souls are lifted up; the worldling lifts up his soul in car nal
de lights, which are mere empty van i ties; but the saint
loves more sub stan tial things; like Jehoshaphat, he is lifted 
up in the ways of the Lord.  He who is con tent with husks,
will be reck oned with the swine.  Does the world sat isfy
thee?  Then thou hast thy re ward and por tion in this life;
make much of it, for thou shalt know no other joy.

“Nor worn de ceit fully.” The saints are men of hon our
still.  The Chris tian man’s word is his only oath; but that is
as good as twenty oaths of other men. False speak ing will
shut any man out of Heaven, for a liar shall not en ter into
God’s house, what ever may be his pro fes sions or do ings.

Reader, does the text be fore us con demn thee, or dost
thou hope to as cend into the hill of the Lord?

MORNING & EVENING, Charles Spurgeon,
© 1991 Hendrickson Pub. Inc.

Ques tion:  How do I pray for my un saved friends
and fam ily mem bers?

“Don’t ever stop pray ing for your un be liev ing friends
and fam ily.  I have seen God an swer those kinds of prayers 
again and again, even years af ter the per son who was pray -
ing so in tently went to be with the Lord.  I can tell you that
I am a be liever to day be cause my own mother prayed for
me in ces santly with tears, and I’m grate ful she was alive to 
know that her prayers were an swered.

I en cour age you to pray very spe cif i cally for op por tu -
ni ties to wit ness to un saved fam ily and friends and for
bold ness to seize those op por tu ni ties when they arise.  We
should pray that they would have a life-chang ing en coun -
ter with Christ, that they would wit ness to oth ers about
Him, and that God would use them in a mighty way to
draw even more peo ple to Him self.

Per se vere in prayer.  If it takes years to soften their
hearts, con tinue pray ing.  You may not see God’s an swer
dur ing your life time, but that’s not im por tant.  What is im -
por tant is that God an swers prayer.”

Dr. Michael Youssef Ph.D.
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Luther’s Evening Prayer

In the name of the Fa ther and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

I thank you, my Heav enly Fa ther, through Je sus
Christ, Your dear Son, that you have gra ciously kept
me this day; and I pray that you would for give me all
my sins where I have done wrong, and gra ciously
keep me this night.

For into Your hands I com mend my self, my
body and soul and all things.  Let Your holy an gel be
with me, that the wicked foe have no power over me.

Amen.

UpDate

“I found it nec es sary to write to you ex hort ing
you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which was

once for all de liv ered to the saints.” (Jude 3)

Greet ings with the key cor ner stone Bi ble verse
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission & Morn ing
Glory – Jude 3.  No doubt, the book of Jude is among 
the very short est books in the Bi ble and yet packed
full of bib li cal is sues of to day!

Lo cally, we con tinue to go through a
semi-drought, and that is also true fi nan cially in this
min is try!  As I am writ ing this, I think of es pe cially
two oc ca sions of ex pres sion of the gift of a ‘liv ing
faith’ – that of ex pec tancy.  Mo ses and the Is ra el ites
were ex pe ri enc ing a very se ri ous need of wa ter and
the rock poured forth, and Eli jah send ing his ser vant
to see if there was a cloud in the sky when it then
poured rain from heaven! Just think of the eter nally
LOST; plead ing for just one drop of Wa ter!  

Please read the en tire book of Jude in one set ting
and es pe cially not ing verses 3, 7, 10, 12, 16, 17-18,
& 20-25.

Would you se ri ously con sider an ex tra amount
with your fi nan cial do na tion this month of
Thanksgiving?

Thank you for your re sponse af ter you spe cif i -
cally have prayed, ask ing the Holy Spirit to lay on
your heart what to do nate for this month.

MAY OUR LIVING SAVIOR RICHLY BLESS
YOU THAT YOU MAY BECOME AN EVEN
GREATER BLESSING TO OTHERS!

The monthly ex penses of the Hauge
Innermission are approx. $3,500.

Thank you for your con cern for us.


